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T[aos and A [the Indian in Art 



By EVELYN MARIE STUART 



ONE phase of the much-heralded and 
long-desired American art would, at 
last, seem to have made its appear- 
ance with the many successful paintings of 
the aborigines by the Taos colony of artists 
and those who visit among them. The very 
name of Taos is one to conjure with for 
here is a very ancient seat of primitive civ- 
ilization, a rock against which successive 
waves of military and ecclesiastical con- 
quest beat without changing its form mate- 
rially. 

The whole Southwest is indeed a land of 
romance, the Indian, the Spanish Cavalier, 
the devout Mission Father, all alike, are 
striking and pronounced types each with 



a story full of thrills. For glamour and 
color from the human interest standpoint 
no region could have equaled that about 
Santa Fe even before the artist discovered 
it and added his own romantic and pictur- 
esque personality to a plot that was already 
filled with character types of the most vivid 
and dramatic. 

As a setting for this human drama of the 
ages in all its alluring scenes and acts na- 
ture provides one of the most wonderfully 
bold and majestic prospects throughout all 
the world. No where else are mountains so 
high or canyons so deep, deserts so deadly 
or valleys more beautiful. Here are the 
most gaily-colored rocks, the most vivid 
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sunsets, the clearest moonlight, the bluest 
skies, the most brilliant sun, the most deso- 
late aspects of earth amid the charms of a 
wild and unsubdued country full of soli- 
tudes, contrasted against the encroachments 
of modern methods of irrigation and agri- 
culture. 

Geologists here may study the strata of 
earth, the effects of volcanic activity or 
water erosions. It is a land for the scientist 
as well as the conqueror who sought gold 
and the missionary who sought for souls 
to save. Here the ethnologist and archeolo- 
gist may pursue their absorbing researches 
amid ruins of pueblos which may antedate 
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the pyramids, and here, at last, the artirA 
finds equal opportunity for landscape or 
figure painting wherein the most careful 
realism would still seem fanciful, so vivid 
is the color of the country and its life. 

Volumes could be, and indeed have been, 
written on the pueblo of Taos with its an- 
cient communal dwellings rising, terrace 
upon terrace, with white-robed sentinels 
pacing upon the upper roofs. Here is a 
charmingly simple civilization reduced to 
its essential elements of shelter and warmth, 
agriculture, weaving and pottery. Every- 
thing, though primitive, possesses still a 
certain grace and dignity even to the gov- 
ernment and laws of the community, and 
the character of its people. 

"The Taos Pueblos," says a writer in the 
Daily A^cics, "are among the most highly 
civilized Indians. A few hundred years 
ago the- section inhabited by them was the 
most highly civilized portion of the United 
States. In that day a pueblo not far away 



— near Glorieta, N. M. — was the largest 
city in what is now the United States. The 
civilization of these Indians is supposed to 
have come from the Aztecs. Where it came 
from before that is a question. Taos is 
ruled by an executive whom we will desig- 
nate as the governor, and by two bodies 
combining legislative, judicial, and some 
administration functions. In the morning 
the governor appears at the top of the 
pueblo and makes the day's announcements. 
* * * The law requires that every 
house shall have at least one window. It is 
against the law to have glass in any win- 
dow. In every house there must be an 
open fireplace and a chimney. The com- 
bination of an open door and an open fire- 
place always insures good ventilation. The 
owner of an untidy room or roof is pun- 
ished by the governor in his morning edit 
from the pueblo top. Severe infractions 
are punished by fine, by sentence to work- 
on the road, or, if extremely severe, by 
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expulsion from the pueblo. Many will no- 
tice some resemblance in these regulations 
to some of the old Mosaic law. Possibly 
one came from the other or they had a com- 
mon source/' 

Some writers have found the aspect of 
the pueblo similar to that of a village in 
Palestine. Quaint, historic and inspiring 
to the imagination, it is little wonder that 
this village and its vicinity have attracted 
from all over the country some of the most 
capable artists of our day. 

The first artist to visit and to paint Taos 
was Alexis Compera, a Frenchman, who 
came in 1879; he was followed by Charles 
P. Adams in the early nineties. The oldest 
member of the present Artist Colony is J. 
H. Sharp, who rediscovered Taos more 
than twenty years ago. Soon after him 
came 'Bert G. Phillips, and then, in succes- 
sion, came Frederic Remington, F. F 
lUumenschein, Mary Greene Blumenschein. 
P. Irving Couse. Frank P. Sauerwen, E. S. 
Curtis, O. E. Berninghaus, Ralph W. 
Meyers, Carl Moon, W. Herbert Dunton. 
Walter Lifer and Victor Higgins. Of these, 
Phillips, Couse, Sharp, Meyers and Dun- 
ton have their own studios, while Mr. 
Sauerwen, in his lifetime, built and owned 
his own studio. The colony last season in- 
cluded the old-timers, Bert G. Phillips, j. 
PI. Sharp, E. Irving Couse, E. L. Blumen- 
schein, J. Herbert Dunton, O. E. Berning- 
haus, Ralph W. Meyers, Walter Lifer and 
Victor Higgins. Some of the later ar- 
rivals were Julius Rolshoven, Miss Helen 
Dunlap, Miss Dora Blumenthal, Miss 
Gather, Miss Fewis and Grace Ravlin. 

Besides these there are other famous men 
who spend all or part of their time in this 





Beautify Furniture 

1 PROTECT FipOM and Floor 
Covering! from injury by 
urine 

Glass Onward Sliding 
Furniture Shoe 

In floes of Caittrs. 
If your dealer will not supply 
you write us. 
f ONWARD MPC. GO. 


™_ 




Menasn*.Wir. Kltr&SMv.Omt. 



TAOS AND INDIAN IN ART 




THK TOBACCO DANCE 
11)1 J. If. Sharp 



— Courtesy Carson, Pirie, Scott d- Co. 



locality. W. Penhallow Henderson visits 
Taos to paint ; Sheldon Parsons is a long- 
established member of the Santa Pc-Taos 
colony and Burt Harwood has recently 
settled in Taos, purchasing an old estate 
which he has remodeled into a studio and 
home. With his family are the two daugh- 
ters of the late McCord, both capable paint- 
ers, all refugees from Paris, driven back- 
to their native land by the great war. Ralph 
Meyers, a Denver artist, has also recently 
opened a studio and antique shop at Taos. 
All in all, it possesses a most distinguished 
and numerous artist colony. Robert Henri 
visited it a few years ago and found the 
country most absorbing. He has since re- 
turned, joined the colony and some very 
wonderful work from his vigorous and 
versatile brush has since been seen in all 
exhibitions of Taos paintings. 

The art exhibitions at The Palace of the 



Governors, in connection with the School 
of Archeology, at Santa Pc, have been 
numerous and well worthwhile of recent 
seasons and the influence of this corner of 
the Southwest has been felt all over the 
country. Chicago has welcomed the Indian 
invasion with open arms, members of the 
Taos colony carrying off* many of the high- 
est prizes at the American and Chicago ex- 
hibitions. Ufer and Higgins, particularly, 
have covered themselves with glory through 
their Indian pictures, and Grace Ravlin has 
added fresh laurels to her reputation as a 
delineator of intense life. Mere, if any- 
where, should the new American school be 
founded, for it is the oldest seat of art in 
the country, its ancient basket and pottery 
patterns, its crude carved stone images and 
prehistoric pictures executed on the walls 
of caves representing the earliest begin- 
nings of American art. Here the artist is 
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farthest away from the influence of Europe 
and most under the thrall of native Ameri- 
can primitive vitality and color. 

We have felt this in the work of Higgins 
and Ufer, both of whom, though trained in 
Europe, have added something to their 
Germanic and French traditions in their 
Taos pictures. In passing, one might pay 
a tribute to the best virtues of the enemy 
regarding the work of these two men, for 
whatever one's feelings may be politically, 
it is impossible not to feel the deepest re- 
spect for Munich when one observes what 
her training has done for our art today. It 
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might be going too far to say that the sub- 
stantial influence of the Munich technique 
has preserved paintings from the clanger of 
formlessness, but surely no one who has 
observed the trend of events recently can 
have failed to notice the very sure profes- 
sional quality in the performances of 
Munich trained men. Among musicians 
the performer who relies on temperament 
or feeling to carry him over technical diffi- 
culties is frankly regarded as an amateur, 
and one may be pardoned for entertaining 
something of this same feeling toward other 
arts. 
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